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BRINGING THE OUTSIDE IN 
Floral or greenery arrangements also can change a 

room's feel if done properly. Leslie Graves, who sells 

floral products through Keeping Good Company, has 

assembled many accents for the seasons. 

"It can be overwhelming when someone just walks 

into a store and isn't sure what exactly they want; they 

just know they want something new for fall or winter," 

Graves says. 

Starting with the same bowl or base you use for 
your summer bouquets, layer foliage with a tall focal 

center, something to flow over the edges, and then 
place fillers in between. 

Flower colors change greatly in the fall months. 

While summer was bright-yellow sunflowers and 

whimsical daisies, autumn is filled with orange quince 

and tiger lilies. 

"Everything can be so drab with browns and dry, 

crunchy textures, but by pulling some of the colors in 

from the outdoors, it's time to perk up and present 

again," says Graves. 

Fruit also can be a key to transition success. Utilize 

the colors of pears, plums and dark-red apples on a 

bed of moss to tie in the colors around the house. 

Interestingly, artichokes can be a decorator's best 

friend. The texture and pattern are eye-catching, and 

the colors range from light green to deep purple. Pile 

a bunch of fruits (artificial will last longer) In a glass 

bowl with some red grapes hanging over the side and 

a berry cluster here and there. 

If fresh flowers and fruits aren't your style, non­

blooming accents also can bnng in the fall. Pinecones 

from outside, grouped with bronze or copper balls and 

some wood for texture, can give a less colorful but still 

inviting autumn emphasis to a fireplace mantel or end 

table. 

Of course, the No.1 rule for any decorating, 

whether with plush or plants, is that there are no rules. 

If something doesn't work, hold it for the next season. 

Find your personal style blended into the autumn 

sunset. -Keeping Good Company
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