
By Laura Dotson 

As a tiny 2-year-old in Washington state, 
Hilary Scott would sit at the plano and pluck 
out melodies from the radio. At 4, she was 
taking piano lessons. At 5, she began writing 
songs, though her first official vocal lessons 
didn't happen until college. By the time she 
had finished school, besides giving her mother 
many potentially embarrassing videos of 
plays and performances, she had developed 
an extensive repertoire and a resume that 
included studying classical violin at the Milan 
Opera Conservatory. 

Although music has been a lifelong pursuit 
for Scott, it wasn't until she picked up a guitar 
that she started finding her sound. Without 
formal guitar instruction, she was able to 
break out of the box and experiment. The 
resulting music seems to defy categorization. 

"Overseas they say I'm country. I, myself, 
describe it as folk rock," Scott says. "Then 
others call it pop, old country, whatever you 
like. At the [Roots 'N Blues 'N BBQ] festival, I'd 
probably fit into the 'roots' part, though I also 
delve into blues. " 

Before moving to Columbia seven years 
ago, Scott primarily was a solo artist. Her 
then-husband told her about the changing 
musical atmosphere in Columbia, so she 
trekked across country and formed her band. 
Since then, the Hilary Scott Band has boasted 
no member turnover. "It's given us a sound 
that's cohesive," Scott says of the consistent 
makeup of the band. "They know what direc­
tion I'm going even without me telling them, 
and you can really tell how our older songs 
have evolved through playing so many years." 

Recently Scott decided it was finally time to 
move on and concentrate on writing. She had 
considered Nashville, but with several music 
projects under way in the West, she moved 
back to Seattle in July. 

Legendary songwriter Keith Colley recently 
contacted Scott to participate in a recording 
project With Salute to America, an organiza­
tion that recognizes "leadership, multicultural 
unity, equality, freedom and opportUnity." 
Meant to promote newer artists and present 

a compilation of songs that celebrate the 
United States, the project will feature many 
songs written or co-written by Scott. 

Her newest work, "America's Song," will 
be recorded later this summer. She describes 
it as a lean toward folk and traditional Celtic 
musIc. "I'm trying to reflect the melting pot 
In our country, though it's definitely different 
from my usual sound," she says. 

Though she's returOlng to the Pacific 
Northwest, Scott doesn't want to lose her ties 
to the heartland. "The Midwest is where our 
true following is, and we want to keep it. " 

Fans don't have to wait long for that 
reuOlon; her band will be back together for 
the Blues 'N Roots BBQ Festival in September. 
"Blues is something that's going to be 
eternal," Scott says with a twinkle in her eye. 
"There's a rich tradition whose basis is not 
as simplistic as it seems. It's influenced so 
many other forms and is just the music of the 
people--of consciousness. I'm just happy to 
be a part of it. " 

Her favorite tune to sing? It's one fans will 
never hear on stage. Ever since childhood, 
Scott has loved harmonizing to "Amazing 
Grace." "There's just something about those 
old gospel, spiritual hymns that brings every­
thing together and sets things at ease. That's 
what I want my music to do." 
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